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Gateway Language

Two summers ago, | spent my vacation touring some
small towns in France. It was a very enjoyable trip and
wolld go back again, but there was one thing that | regretted.
I'was unable to communicate with the local people because
| can’t speak French. | am from Canada so there is some
expectation that | should have a basic understanding of
French because | was required to study it in Primary and
Secondary school. Back then, however, like so many other
people, | did not see the importance of learning a second
language. | passed my tests without really caring if | had
learnad anything and knowing | would soon forget.

When | made my way back to Paris my regrets of not
learning French went away because in Paris and other big
Metropolitan cities English is used as a second language.
| considered myselt fortunate that English is the official
second language of the world and if | couldn’t speak English
my opportunities in life would be more limited. Speaking

If | couldn’t communicata in English in today's world | would be
missing out in so many opportunities, | was taught French in a very
sterile environment. | memorized what | needed to know but was
never given the chance to use the language in a practical mannar
so what | had learned was quickly forgotten. At NPGPS vour children
are prompted and encouraged to apply their English skills in a far
more conducive atmosphere for meaningful learning, The students
are exposed to a variety of engaging interactive English activities
that keeps their interest levels at an optimum.

Although the importance of learning English may not seem very
crucial at your child's age, as adults we realize the competitive nature
of Hong Keng society and the advantage granted to those wha can
communicate effectively in English throughout life.

Our focus at NPGPS is to foster an engaging and English friendly
environment. We hope that as your child continues onto Secandary
school they have acquired the skills and motivation to become
efficient English cemmunicators.

English has opened many doors for me and it will as well
far your child.

Andrew Crosson
MET Teacher

At MPGPS we have recogmzed the mp-nrtance of implementing a viable
English learning enviranment. The focus this year is to nat only learn English
in the classroom but to apply what we have learned in every day authentic
situations. Our goal is to foster an environment where our students are
given every opportunity to practice their speaking and listening skills outside
the classroom. We feel this approach will heighten the comfart level of
naturally using English and ultimately lead to higher proficiency. NPGPS
. has developed a number of programs which puts this plan into action.

Every Thursday. at NPGPS, is "English Speaking Day". From the moment
students enter school they will be greeted in English and have the chance
to participate in English dialogues and games before classes begin. A
number of parents have volunteered their time to assist in role-playing
activities before class with the students which is of tremendous help and
greatly appreciated. During recess our MET teacher, with the help of our
English Ambassadors organize fun English activities in the playground and
hall where students are awarded with stickers for participation. Throughout
the day teachers are encouraged to converse with students in English in
the hall and playground. All announcements will be conducted in English
as well as the morning broadcast which is viewed in every classroom on
television.

Each term NPGPS has an "English Fun Day", for each primary lavel.
This is another great chance for the students to interact in a very casual
way with the NET and the entire English teaching faculty, Activities and
games are set up in the hall and playground. Again, our English Ambassadors
take a leading role during this event and speak with all the students entirely
in English. The games are geared and designed to suit the language abilities
of each grade level and prizes are awarded for participation and perfarmance.

Students are put into teams and work together to solve a variety of English

tasks. Activities range from memerizing chants and building phonics skills
to sequencing games and message passing, which is a great game to
practice speaking and listening skills. The *English Fun Day" in the first term
was greatly enjoyed by our students and we look forward to our second
term "English Day" in June which will devote more activities to enable
students to speak in English.

On February 13th, our BBA class had the unique opportunity to visit
Sir Ellis Kadoorie Primary School. This school is an English Speaking schoal
where the vast majority of students speak English as a first language. Our
students were put into groups alongside their students and interacted
entirely in English in a number of different games and activities. Our students
really enjoyed their time at Sir Ellis. They were encouraged to share smail
addresses and contact information in the hopes of making new English
speaking friends. The day was greeted enthusiastically and our students
had a great time. We hope to have similar field trips in the near future.

We believe at NPGPS that this real life approach to learning English is
the best way for our students to become proficient in English. We encourage
our faculty and every parent to help us in achieving this aim.

Miss Cheung Ka Yan & Mr Chow Tat Keung
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