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In order to develop the students’ performance in English Language
to the fullest, our teachers adopted a holistic approach in enhancing
students’ English Language competence. The curriculum of the English
Language subject comprises of six main key elements, namely, Reading,
Writing, Speaking, Listening, Viewing and Representing. We believe that
by intentionally devising various development strategies in these six
elements and providing students with effective learning programmes
simultaneously, students’ untapped potentials can be enhanced and
developed to the fullest.

Reading is one of the major ways for acquiring information through
printed materials. As phonics is accepted as an effective way for students
to achieve appropriate linkage between pronunciation and spelling of
words, we provide students with phonological awareness training. We
also provide reading strategies training for our students. Abundant
reading materials are also provided for the students to facilitate learning
in both printed and web based learning format. In the end, it is envisaged
that students will become independent readers. They will also develop
a motivation to reading and they will foster proper reading habits.

Writing is a major form of communication that the students convey
their ideas in the forms of texts. We provided our students with writing
training of various text types to equip them with the ability to compile
appropriate types of texts in various occasions. In order to present their
ideas logically and systematically, we also equip them with the training
on using various idea organization methods such as graphic organizers
and mind maps.

Speaking is the most frequently used communication tool that the
students use in daily life. We provide our students with a language-rich
environment to allow them to learn in an authentic language environment.
We have set up a special room called English World that they will receive
English Language learning programmes under the guidance of our Native-

speaking English Teacher. Students are often given the chance to present their
ideas during the lessons. Teachers will act as facilitators for improving the students'
presentation skills. We also have the English Speaking Days and morning
broadcasts to facilitate a language-rich environment for speaking English.

Listening is also a vital element in English Language learning. In this area,
we provide daily listening training for our students with the aid of Phonics Booster
Books. Various stories will be read to the students and they are invited to provide
comments or express their feeling in a spontaneous setting.

Our teachers see the relationship between the curriculum and the students’
performance as the partners of a dance. The relationship between the two elements
is closely interactive. Therefore, we adopt the policy of team planning. Teachers
of the same class level will meet periodically to conduct co-planning of lessons.
They will discuss the learning needs of the students and compile relevant plans
for the lessons and preduce learning materials. In order to equip the teachers
with the updated skills and knowledge on English Language learning, we also
arrange professional development for our teachers on a regular basis. A distinguished
example is the two-day workshop held on 28 and 29 August 2008 on curriculum
mapping and co-planning language development conducted by our English
Language Arts Programme Consultant, Dr Au.

To conclude, we as teachers are keen on preparing our students for their future
life. Therefore, we spare no efforts in intentionally providing our students with
the most appropriate and effective
English Language education
programmes that are known
to us.

Miss Cheung Ka Yan

Teachers are having a
co-planning meeting with
our consultant, Dr Au.
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